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Mz. Monger: They have it in every
other colony in Australia.

Mg. IntinaworTH : No, no.

Mr. JAMES: I was under the im-
pression that they have not such a law
in every other colony. Three years ago
the Act now sought to be repealed
was introduced by the hon. member for
York (Mr. Monger), who has had some
experience in connection with racing
matters. In speaking of the Bill in 1894,
that hon. member said :—

And though the other colonies have not yet
thought fit to go in for it—for what reason 1
can hardly say—T think if we in Western
Australia adopt such a law, and exclude the
professional boekmaker from our racecourses
and other places of public resort, we shall be
doing a kindness to the rising generation, and
doing no injury to any class of the conmunity.
Absolutely ne injury has been done by
existing legislation on gaming. Are we
so much afraid of public opinion, backed
up by some membersof the Turf Club, that
we are going to introduce legislation for
the purposeof removing restrictions which,
I say fearlessly, huve been of great ad-
vantage to the public? Bookmakers are
& class that ought not to be encowraged.
All the betting that a man wants can be
got in Perth, where there are any munber
of persons willing to give him the odds.

Tus SPEAKER: The hour fixed for
the adjournment of the House has now
arrived.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6 o’clock, p.m.,
until the next Monday evening.

Il'

(COUNCIL.)

Standing Orders Suspension.

Legislative @ouncil,
Monday, 20th December, 1897

Motion: Standieg Orders Suspension (temninder of
sesgion)-~Limnigrution Restriction Bill: Message
re Council’s Ameandwments—New Houses of Par-
limnent: DMessage, Assembly's Resolutiou~Early
Cloging Bill : first reading {debate)—Aunicipal In-
stitutions Aet Amendment Bill: second reading
{moved and deferred)—Dbetropolitan Waterworks
Bill: furtlker report presecuted—Lndy Broome Au-
wuity Bill: first reading—Sharks Buy Pearlshell
Fishery Act Amendwment Bill : first reading—Bun-
bury Racecourse Ruilway Bill: first reading—Collie
Quarry Railway Bill: * first reading—¥algoorlie-
Gnambulls Lake and Boulder Townsite Loop Rail-
ways Bill: first readiug—Public Health Act Amend.
ment Bill: first reading—Popers presented—Ad-
jourmmnent.

Tue PRESIDENT took the Chair at
7-30 ¢'elock, p.m.

PravERs.

MOTION—STANDING

SUSPENSION.

Tae MINILSTER OF MINES (Hon.

E. H. Wittenoom}, in accordance with
notice, moved :—

ORDERS

That, in order to expedite husingss, the
Standing Ovders relating to the passing of
public Bills, and the consideration of Messages
from the Legislative Assembly, be suspended
during the remainder of the session.

The object of this motion, he said, was to
further the business of the House. Every
time a motion to suspend the Standing
Orders was made, it was necessary there
should be a majority of members in the
House fo sanction the motion. TUnless
notice was given of the intention
to move the suspension of Standing
Orders, and unless the motion was
carried at once, there might be great
delay in business. The present motion
was not submitted with the intention of
jumping surprises on members, or of try-
ing to pass objectionable Bills, What he
meant 1 using the term * objectionable "’
was that there were no Bills hefore Par-
liaanent likely to be strongly opposed by
hon. members. There was Little time now
before Parliament prorogued, and there
were several Bills which might be unim-
portant from a certain point of view, and
could go through the various stages with-
out trouble. Under these circumstances.
he was induced to submit the present

. motion, purely with the object of expedit-

ing business.
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Hox. F. T. CROWDER : Defore
agreeing to the motion, it was desirable
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the Minister should give some asswrance

that second readings would not he taken
on the same day as the Bills were intro-
duced. No one was more anxious than
himself to expedite business, or to help
the Government; but he did not want

to be placed in the same position as he :

was last session, when several Bills which
hon.
of were introduced and carried through
all stages and became law, without any
consideration. He objected to what he
called “ playing at legislation.” If ever
there was an argument why the Tegis-
lative Council should bhe wiped out, it
was the way Bills were treated last
session in this House. Bills were passed
and members had no opportunity of even
reading them. Hon. members should
insist, hefore agreeing to this motion,
that the Bills should be some time in
their hands lefore the second reading
was taken.

Hon. A. B. KrpsoN: These Bills had
passed in another place.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER: What had
that to do with the question? Most
hon. members, with himself, were will-
ing to do all they possibly could to help
the Government through, but we should
consider the Bills which were placed
hefore us. If the Minister of Mines
would give the House an assurance that
the Bills would not be rushed through
all stages on the same day, he would
vote for the motion.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON agreed with
the Hon. F. T. Crowder. After the ex-
perience we had had during the pre-
sent session of the condition in which
Bills came to this House, and the number
of amendments it was necessary to make,
hon. members would be lacking in the
performance of duty if they consented to
suspend the Standing Orders without
some definile lmdersmndmg from the
Minister that second readings of Bills
should not be dealt with or that Bills
should not be taken into committee, on
the same day they were introduced. It
was impossible for members to consider
a Bill on the day of its presentation;
there being no time fo turm up Acts
alluded to 1n the measure, or to refer to
previous legislation of a similar kind.
There were a Bill for a Collie Quarry

members had never seen or heard |
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railway; an Agricultural Land Purchase
Bill; a Roads Bill; a Railways Bill; a
Public Works Bill; and a Lands Bill;
these being ounly the more important of
the Bills which were to come before hon.
members, and were certain to contain
contentious matter.

TeEe MivisTEr oF Mines: Was the
hou. member sure these Bills would ever
reach us ?

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : Judging
by the Government majority in another
place, one would think so.

Tue MrinisTER oF Mines: The hon.
member was more sanguine than himself.

How. A. P. MATHESON : Some of
the Bills would require amendment, and
it would be absolutely impossible for
members to weigh the different clauses, if
the firgt and second readings were taken
on the same day.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The
abject of the motion was to facilitate the
carrying through of thebusinessas quickly
as possible. Hon. members knew that,
if possible, it was desired to finish the
husiness of Parliament before Christmas,
and in these circumstances there was little
time for delay. It was not right for him
to make a prowmise that what hon.
members had asked would be carried out.
The fact of the Standing Orders being
suspended did unot stop hon. members
from saying what should be done with a
Bill. Tf a BiH came forward for second
reading, hon. members could vote against
it. The suspension of Standing Orders
did not interfere with the rights and
privileges of members, who could, if they
thought ft, vote against the secont
reauling of a Bill, or ask that progress be
reported if in committee. If he (the
Minister) were to make a promise, there
might be a majority of hon. members in
favour of carr ying on the debate ; therefore
he would leave the matter with the
House. There would Dbe no danger in
passing that motion. He could assure
hon. members there was no desire on his
part to rush any business through. He
would endcavour to meet members in
every way.

Tie PRESIDENT : The suspension of
Standing Orders was not fatal to the
rights of hon. members, asin the different
staces hon. members could do as they
thought fit. The power of dealing with
a Bill would still rest with the House,
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Motion put and passed, and the par-
tienlar Standing Orders suspended for
the remainder of the session.

TMMIGRATION RESTRICTIOR BILL.
MESSAGE r¢ COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS,

Legislative Assembly’s Message, re
certain of the Council’s amendments,
counsidered in committee.

Tus MINISTER OF MINES moved
that the amendments made by the Legis-
lative Council in the Bill be not insisted
on. He understood it was superfluous
to put these amendments into the Bill,
as he was informed that the object aimed
af in these amendments could be gained
by putting a condition in another Bill
{Imported Labour Registry Bill} that
would be subsequently placed before hon.
members. It would not be wise, in the
interests of the colony, to jeopardise this
Bill, especially by inserfing a condition
which could be arranged for in another
measure. This was an important Bill, be-
ing an attempt on the part of the Govern-
ment to meet the views of the people in
connection with undesirable immigration.
The Government had taken this large
step to meet the wishes of the public, and
the Bill was framed upon the lines of a
measure passed by the Legislature of the
colony of Natal, which had received the
royal assent. It would be useless to pass
a Bill which would wnot receive the royal
assent. The measure now before the
House had been urged upon the Govern-
ment, and it had met with approval in
another place, the members of which
directly represented the people.

How, A. B. Kipsoxn: Hon., members
here did not, he supposed.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Hon.
members would be accepting a grave res-
pousibility by putbing conditions into
this Bill which might cause it to be
thrown out, He asked members to care-
fully consider the mafter, and he did not
think anyone could say there were un-
desirable conditions or clauses in the
Bill. The only objection which had been
taken to the measure was that it did not
go far enough. Members should consider
well before jeopardising the Bill. It
must be remembered the amendments
made by the Council were all bearing on
one object, which could be gained in
ancther way.

[COUNCIL.]

Council's Amendments.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON agreed with
the remarks of the Minister of Mines as
to the importance of not jeopardising the
Bill, which did not go the length that
many members wished, though it was a
step in the right direction. | He accepted
the assurance of the Minister of Mines
that a similar provision would be intro-
duced into another Bill which would have
the same effect.

Tueg MINISTER OF MINES said he
was not in a position te assure the com-
mittee that these amendments, if madein
another Bill, would pass, but he had an
assurance thai, at all events, such
amendments would receive support.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: It might
be taken for granted that, if the amend.-
ments received the support of the Gov-
ernment, they would be passed. Under .
the circumstances he was prepared to
support the motion that the Council’s
amendments be not insisted on.

How. F. T. CROWDER supported
the motion of the Minister. 'This Bill
was one which the people of the colony
had directly demanded —indeed they had
demanded a Bill going much further. In
the Imported Labour Registry Bill, now
before the Assembly, similar amend-
ments o those now in question had been

| inserted, and no doubt would be passed.

When that Bill came before the Council,
hon. members would have power to insist
on their amendments. If the Assembly
did not agree with these amendments,
the Bill would lapse, and then the labour
used on the Abrolhos Islands could be
used as now,

Hon. . RANDELL said he was
mclined to vote in favour of insisting en
the amendments, but what the Mimister
had said bad considerable weight with
him. One difficulty was that the amend-
ments in the Imported Labour Registry
Bill might be disagreed to by the
Assembly, and that Bill be finally
wrecked ; but, according to Mr. Crowder,
nuder the old Act Messrs. Broadburst,
McNeil, and Co. could import labour as
they bad hitherto done on the Abrolhos.

Tne Minisrer oF Mives: The
amendments would cowme meore properly
%uder the Imported Labour Registry

ill.

Hoxn. G. RANDELL: But there was
a risk of the Imported Labour Registry
Bill being wrecked.
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Tre Mivister orF MiNeEs: There

was a risk in everything.

repealed, would remain in operation.

Mr. RANDELL said the Minister of
Mines was not answering the uestion.
Did the provisions of the present Act
enable Messrs. Broadhurst, McNeil, and
Co. to import labour as they had hitherto

done, if the ITmmigration Restriction Bill

were passed ?

Hox. F. T. CrowpeRr said he had put
the matter hefore Mr. Walter James, pro-
fessionally, and was assured that the Act
Aid enable that firm to continue to import
kabour.

Hon. G. RANDELL said he would ofter
no opposition to the proposal of the Min-
ister of Mines; but he wished it to he
understood that he voted for the motion
in the expectation that the Imported
Labour Registry Bill would become law;
and that Messrs. Broadhurst, McNeil, and
Co. would he able to import labour to the
Abrolhos Islands, notwithstanding the
Tmmigration Restriction Bill.

Hox. C.E. DEMPSTER : The amend-
ments were in the interests of the colony,
and of the industry on the Abrolhos
Islands. Theamendments had been care-
fully considered by the Council, and ought
to be insisted upoun.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: Without ex-
pressing an opinion as to the question
asked by Mr. Randell, he intended to vote
for the motion. The amendments were
not of sufficient importance to induce hon.
members to throw out a Bill which, as
Mr., Crowder had said, had been asked
for by the public of this colony for a long
tune past. ‘The Premier, when in England,
went to a great deal of trouble to obtain
the views of the Imperial authorities as
to the possibility of a Bill of this nature
receiving the royal assent; and now a
Bill had been introduced on the under-
standing that, if it passed, it would
receive the approval of Her Majesty. The
Council would be wrong were they to
allow this Bill to be thrown out upon such
a trivial amendment.

Hox. ¢. E. DEMpsTER : Not trivial.

Hown. A. B. KIDSON : It was trivial in
comparison with the importance of the
Bill. The amendment only affected one
set of persons, whereas the Bill affected
the whole community. The few might
suffer for the many, but be did not think

The present |
Imported Labour Registry Act, if not |
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the few would suffer to any great extent,
geeing that the Minister bad intimated
that the desired amendments would he
embodied in another Bill, and passed.

Tue Mmvister or Mines again ex-
pressed a hope that the amendments
would be made in another Bill, and not
in this Bill.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: At any rate,
the Minister of Mines had said the amend-
ments would receive the support of the
Government.

Tue Minister oF Mines said he had
stated that the amendments would re-
ceive support.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON said he under-
stood this to mean support by the
Government.

Tar Mivister or Mixes: Tt was the
hon. member who said * the Government.”’

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : At any rate,
the Minister had said the amendments
in another Bill would receive support in
the Assembly.

Tue MixisTer oF Mixes said he had
not yet heard the views of all the members
of the Government.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: Clauses with
the same object could, no doubt, be inser-
ted in another Bill, and would receive
consideration. If the Imported Lahour
Registry Bill was not passed with these
amendmnents, that Bill could be thrown
out or allowed to lapse.

Question—that the Council’s amend-
ments be not insisted on-—put and passed,
and a Message to that effect transmittod
to the Legislative Assembly.

NEW HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT.
MESSAGE : ASSEMBLY'S RESOLUTION.

A Message from the Legislative As-
sembly was received and read, as follows:

‘That this House having taken into considera-
tion the report of the Comumission appointed
to select a site suitable for Parliament Houses,
disagrees with fhe report, and recommends
the site occupied by the Barracks in St.
George's Terrace; in which resclution the
Legislative Assembly desires the concurrence
of the Legislative Council.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) moved that the House
resolve into commitiee, for the purpose of
considering the foregoing Message.

Tas PRESIDENT: I ask the indul-
gence of the House, so that I may avail
myself of the privilege of speaking on this
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important question. I would like to
express my views, and I can only do so
ag president of the Council, before we go
into committee. Hon. members are aware
that I was appointed one of the comumis-
sion to consider this question. Unfor-
tunately, owing to my absence from the
colony I did not take part in any of the
meetings, and owing to the report heing
laid on the table of the House on the
first sitting day, I was precluded from
adding my views, which I should have
done had the report been held over until
my return to the colony. This, therefore,
is the only chance I have of expressing
my views. I may state, in the first
msta.nce, that T am totally opposed to the
views of the majority of the commission,
that the Houses of Parliament should be
built on the site of this building. The
new building will, we all hope, be
suitable to the requirements of the two
Houses of Parbiament. It would be im-
possible to erect a building confaining all
the necessary accommeodation on this site.
We would be infringing on the public
gardens adjoining, an infringement which
should be carefully avoided. This garden
has Dbeen set aside for the public ever
since my earliest recollection, and any
project to curtail the garden would meet
with the strongest remonstrance from the
citizens of Perth. That, I think, prevents
this site being taken into consideration
in connection with new Houses of Parlia-
ment. There was one other site which
suggested itself to me. That was the
piece of land lately purchased by the
Government on the other side of the
street, facing, I think, the corner of Irwin
Street and the Terrace and Hay Street.
But there are objections to that site when
the matter is looked into carefully. The
ground lies rather fiat, and Houses of
Parliament built there would not present
the appearance they should. We there-
fore fall back on the Barracks site. No
doubt there are one or two objections to
that site, but the advantages are far in
excess of the disadvantages. The position
is a commanding one, seen from all parts
of Perth, and the only objection raised
is the distance from the city. DBut that
difficulty could, I think, be overcome.
We know that at present there is a pro-
ject before the City Council for tramways
in Perth, and one of the proposed lines is

[COUNCIL.)

Aszembly's Resolulion.

racks; and when once tramways are in
use, the distance becomes of no account
whatever. The Houses of Parliament in
the other Australian cities are some dis-
tance from the business centres. The
Melbourne Parliament House is at the
top of Bourke Street. In Adelaide the
site is at the bottom of King William
Street, and the site Favoured in Sydne\
for the new Houses of Parliament in the
future is out of the business portion. At
Brisbane the Houses of Parlianent arc
right away from the business centre. I
have had opportunities of seeiny the sites
of all these Parltament Houses, and I can
say, without contrudiction, that the site on
which the Barracks now stand is not
further from the business centre of Perth
than the Houses of Parliament in any of
the other Australian colonies. I agree
with the view taken by the minovity of
the Commission on this question, that
the proper site of the Houses of Parlia-
ment for this colony is on what is known
ag the Barmcks site.
Motion put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE,

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittencom): I move that the
Message of the Legislative Assembly be
agreed to. A really good site is most
desirable for the new Houses of Parlia-
ment, and I cannot see that there is any
room for two opinions as to which is the
Detter site—that on which this House
stands or the Barracks site.

How. G. Ranprryr: There is room for
two opinions. I hold an opposite opinion.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: In one
site there is a rising, conunanding, and
quiet position, whereas the present site of
the Legislative Council Chambers is, to
say the least of if, serionsly circumscribed,
and one on which a building of any pre-
tension would not give any idea of its
real value or merits. For half the money
that would be spent in a building on the
present site of the Legislative Council, a
building on the Barracks site would show
up tenfold. 1 do not kuow that T need
waste more time in commending this
motion to the House. Hon. members are
just as capable as I am of making up
their minds as to the relative value of the
two sites.

Hox.

& RaxpErn: Does the Min-

along St, George’s Terrace to ihe Bar- | ister know where it is proposed to put
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the Houses of Parliament on Barrack | building will be underground, and make

Hill?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: There
are so many choice sites there.

Hov. G. Rawprnu: Tell us the

exact site ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: I have
not gone into details sufliciently to he
able to do that.

Hon. &. RANDELL:
cnnot, pass in opinion.

Therefore, you

no show whatever. As the President
pointed out, one of the greatest objections
to the present Legislative Council site is
that the Parliament Houses would
encroach on the Public (Gardens, which
arc small enough already. No person
desires that the recreation ground should

i be interfered with at all.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES: But |
* affairs it will be years before Parlinment

the Government will naturaily select the
best.
any antagonism to the site of the Legis-

I am not giving my opinion with |

lative Cormneil Chambers, bevond the fact |

that I consider the building which would
represent the leading public institution

of the colony, should bave the best |

possible site. I am quite prapared to
hear arguwmnents on the other side, and I
am entirely open to conviction; but from
what knowledge I have at present I can-
not conceive anything that could show
me & better site than that of the
Barracks.

Hox. F. T.CROWDER : I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion. In
doing so I am casting no reflection
whatever on  those gentlemen who
wave a good deal of time and thought
in  coming to their conclusions
to the site for the future Houses of
Parlinment. This building of Parliament
Houses, when once agreed upon, would
not eceupy Parlinment for many yenrs to
come; and when we can afford to build,
we should build Houses that will be o
credit to the colony. 1 know of no site
in this or any of the Australian colonies
eiqual to that of the Barmmcks.

as -

Hos. . RANDELL: The Parliament

Houses are not intended to be where the
Barracks stand.
Hox. F. T. CROWDER.: I take it for

granted that, after the expressed wish of

Parliament, the Government will select
the finest site for the building. No doubt
the Government will keep the Barracks
site until the day comes when the Gov-

ernment have suflicient money to erect

a House creditable to this colony. Until
that day arrives we can put up with the
Houses in existence, rather than have a
second.hand building which would reflect
diseredit on the colony. Tf the Parlia-
ment Houses are built on the site of the

Legislative Conncil, the best part of the '

i

How. G. RANDETL: There is a little
fringe of unreality about this question,
inagmuch as in the present aspect of

Houses of any proportion will be erected
in this colony. The Government would
be almost criminal at present to attempt
to spend a large swn of money m this
direction. I may say that I had oceasion
to attend the Supreme Court to-day—
against my will, of course—and I was
struck, more particularly to-day than at
any other time, with the present miser-
able place in which our judges are housed,
and in which they have to do the business
of the country, which is increasing day
by day. To attempt to erect Parliament
Houses, until such time as & Supreme
Court has been erected, would be a
criminal act on the part of the Govern-
ment. I lake this opportunity of asking
the Mmister of Mines to urge upon Ins
colleagues —that is if they wish to save
the colony from continuing under the
disgrace of having the legal business of
the country transacted 1, 1 think 1
may call 1t, a barn — the sooner the
Government recognise the necessity of
building a Supreme Court, the better.
I think T have stated the feelings of
the members of the legal profession,
and those whe have to attend the sittings
of the Supreme Cowrt, when I say it
is absolutely necessary in the imme-
diate futwre that some steps should be
made to undertake this important and
necessary work, I thought this was an
opportunity of spenking on this matter,
before coming to the question of the site
for Parliament Houses. I said there was
some degree of unreality about this ques-
tion, hecause, until the time amrives when
the Government are prepared to erect
Parliament Houses, vears may intervene
and changes of opinlon may ftollow; and
any resplution arrived at now by this
Council or by Parliament will not bind
any succeeding Parliament. But it is
incumbont on me, as a member of the
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Commission which sat to inquire into the
site for the Parliament Houses, to give
the reasons of thuse who were in favowr of
the site on which this building now stands.
One of the reasons hns been veferred
to by hon. members who have spoken
and by the President—the proximity
to the business of the city. Thatwas one
of the strong features in the casc which
decided a majority of the members of the
commission to recommend the site on
which the present Legislative Council now
stands.
Parlivment Houses should be as near
as possible to the mercantile and business
centres of the city, and near to the Gov-
ernment Offices. I think I have seen the
places to which the President referred—
at any rate I have seen the buildings in
Adelaide, Melbourne, and Sydney, and
they are close to the city. In Adelaide,
the Parliament Houses are as close as
they possibly can be to the great heart of
the city. They are in close proximity to
the central railway station, to the husiness
premises, the banks, hotels, and other
buildings. They are in u busy spot, and
the intention is that they shall front fwo
busy streets, the continnation to William
Street going to North Adelaide, and
North Terrace. In Melbourne, the Par-
liament Houses are in close proximity fo
the Government Offices, and are not
removed from the business centre of Mel-
bourne. They are not far from Collins
and Elizabeth Streets. In Sydney, the
position js somewhat different, but the
Parliament Houses are not far from the
business portion of the city. They fuce the
Public Domain on one side and Macquarie
Street on the other, and they are not
removed far from Pitt and King Streets,
and the other great business centres, while
they are in close proximity to a large
portion of the Government Qffices. Tt will
be admitted by every member that such
proximity is a great public convenience.
That was an important point which in-
fluenced members of the Commission in
deciding wpon the site. As to the site
itself, I do not wish to disparage the site
under Mount Eliza, but members are not
quite aware where it is intended to put
this building. Tt is intended to erect
this building back from George Street
or at the end of St. George’s Terrace,
and to have gardens in front of the \
building.

[COUNCIL.]

It is eminently desirable that |

Assembly’s Resolution,

Howx. J. W, Hacrerr: I think you are
mistaken.

Hox. G. RANDELT:
in evidence.

How. J. W.
dence ?

Hon. G. RANDELL : It is mtended
to have garden plots and the ground
ornamentally laid out with grass in front
of the building.

How. J. W. HackEerr:
dence do you refer to 7

Hon. G RANDELL: The Government
Architect’s.

How. J. W.
are mistaken.

Hox. G. RANDELL: The hon. mem-
ber will agree to this, that it was intended
to have ornamental grouuds in front.

Hoxn. J. W. Hacgerr: I will explain
Later on.

How. G. RANDELL: I think I am
correct in what I say. T am sure it is
intended to have the building right back ;
and unless the hon. member shows the
plans, I shall hold to my opinion. Tt
will necessitate the back part of Parli-
ment Houses being pushed right to the
excavated bank of sand, which will make
the position, ns T may say, alnost like a
well.  The building will be entirely
removed from the mmfluence of the sea
breezes, which are so necessary to give us
coglness, and from the many comforts
which are necessary here. The building
will be removed from the south-westerly
and westerly winds, and the position will
make -the back part of the premises
intensely hot. There wig unother reason
which influenced me. It has been said
that this building could be seen
from every part of Perth. That I
entively deny. It will be found that
if these Parliament Houses are erected
on the spot so chosen, they will he hidden
from view, and it will be impossible to
sse the building from the top of Mount
Eliza, except the roof, while the only
portion of the pluce that will be seen
from 8St. George's Terrace will be the
centre of the road and the footpath.
Both sides being lined with trees, the
building will be hidden. So much for
that site. It is elevated, certainly, but if
you want an elevated site, why not go to

We elicited that

Hackgrr: Whose evi-

‘Whose evi-

Hacgrrr: T think you

© where the Observatory is, and place the

building on Mount Eliza ?  The difticulty

~ of access then will not he much wcreased.
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Now I come to the site here, and I do
not wish to argue at great length, because
I know the general opinion is against
me. The reasons which influenced me I

believed were correct, and I believe are -

correct still.  Hon. members in another
place characterised the site where we are
now sitting as o swamp.
calls this site a swamp does not know the
meaning of terms.  Government House is
not in a swamp, and the Government
buildings are not in a swamp.

Hown, J. W. Hacgerr: At what depth
is the water nnder them ?

Hor. G. RANDELL: The water
percolates under this  building. we
know. It percolates under Hay Street,
and also under the Terrave, but very low
down, and that would not interfere with

the samtary arrangements of the
building.  The Parliament buildings

could be erected on this site with a nice
flight of steps and a commanding ap-
proach, for which this site lengs itself so
admirably; and for every person who
would see the building at Mount Eliza,
one hundred persons would see the build-
ing here. It would be in the centre of
the business portion of the city, being
near the Post Office, which thousands of
people visit every week; und the Par-
liament Houses would be passed and
re-passed by persons going up and down
the Terrace. There is another important
feature, and it is that the tacade would
have a magnificent outlook over the
Perth estuary. There would be w con-
sideruble elevation of three or four
storeys in the back portion. The ground
here lends itself to the erection of all the
offices which woeuld be needed, such as
kitchens and cellars; and the frontage
would interfere with the Public Gardens
only to the extent of taking in the present
wall.
extensive than that of the South
Australisn Houses of Parliwment. There
s excellent accommodation for all that
is required on this spot for Houses of
Parliament for the next hundred years,
notwithstauding that we might make the
same progress we have leen making
during the last five years. The remarks
that have been made in reference to inter-
ference with the Public Gardens 1 would
like to refer to. Tt is not likelv that T
should do anything to interfere with the

Anyone who -

e — W
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rescued these gardens for the public.
It was at my instance that a change took
place in regard to these Public Gardens,
when it was decided to improve and make
them a beauty spot for Perth. 1 was one
of the members of the first committee for
the restoration of the gardens, and for pre-
serving them for the use of the public,
It is intended that the old greenhouses
should be taken down, and the gardens be
extended by means of the reclamations
that are heing carvied out to the river
foreshore. A retaining wall is to be
built in the river, which will give to these
gardens an area immensely larger than
will ba taken from them by the vrection
of the Parliament Houses on this spot.
This sitefor Parliament Houses lends itself
admirably for gardens, and the general
public would not be altogether restricted
from the gardens which would adjoin the
Parliament Houses, and which could be
made to form part and parcel of the Pub-
lic Gardens of Perth. The Parliament
buildings would not entrench on the pre-
sent gardens very much, but would need
to go only as far as the Fernery, if hon.
members know where that is.  These are
some of the reasons which are important,
and deserve consideration. T maintain
that Parliament buildings should be
erected where they will not be lost to
view, On this site they would be cluse
to the Public Offices, as well as to the
Cathedral, the General Post Office, where
men do most congregute; and, further,

" the Parlinment Houses on this site would

he observed by ull observers. The alti-
tude of the buildings would be consider-
able. They would be approached by a

* flight of steps, and the facade to the river
. would be visible from over the river on
. the South Perth side; and, in no sense,

¢ would they be hidden.
Such a facade would be far more

Then this site is
in close proximity to the bnsiness portion

" of the city, which is a very important

gardens, as I was the very person who .

thing. The proximity to the city and to
the Public Offices 15 an advantage which
should net be lightly sacrificed for a mere
iden. There would, on the other hand,
be more or less inconvenience by hav-
ing the building on the Barrack-
hill site. The reasons which influenced
the majority of the Commission, in
recommending the site of the Legislative
Council Chamber, still exist; and, not-
withstanding that public opinion is now
against me, I believe this public opinion
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has been formed to a large oxtent on
false premises,
opinton.
matter ; and, before giving my opinion in
this case, T was not awnare of the opinions
of my brother members of the Commis-
sion. I arrived at my conclusion after
mature consideration, and I believe this
site is far and away superior to any site
for the Parliament Houses of the colony.

How. J. W. HACKETT: I think I
wag prepared for the emplatic utterance
of my friend’'s views on this oceasion, as
on the Commission; and perhaps it is
no breach of confidence to say that he
expressed his opinion on the site before
any other member, and he has stood
loyally by his view that the proper site
for the Parliament Houses of the future
should be, what he declines to accept and
which he will not accept as u swamp—
the site on which the unhealthy building
in which we are now sitting is erected.

Hor, G. Rawpernn: 'The healthiest
spot in Perth.

How. J. W. HACKETT: I would ask
hon. members, after sitting in this buld-
ing for four or five hours what are ftheir
feelings ¥

A Meuper: There is no ventilation.

How. J. W, HACKETT: The feelmg
is one of intense lassitude and fatigue,
resulting in—(A Memnrr: Thirst)—ves,
a thirst, which has a dangerous tendency
of not bheing assuaged. T am especinlly
sensitive to matters of ventilation and
temperature, and I lhuve seldom, to my
mind, sat or spoken or worked in a
huilding that tells me so decidedly that it
is an unhealthy site, as does the site on
which the Council Chamber is erected.
My friend, Mr. Randell, dealt at length
with the advantages of Parliament
Houses being so placed as to be subject
to all the dust and noise of the city.

Hown, G. RawperL: We hear no noise
here.

Howv. J. W. HACKETT: And the
dust is increasing day by day. There is
a freedom from dust, and there is
isolation, on the site at the Barracks.
The Minister of Mines has omitted to
mention ene point of the utmost import-
ance-—T mean that this building is ex-
posed to the dust which sweeps up and
down St George's Terrace, and which
would he destructive to the archives,

New: Houses of Parlinment : [COUNCIL.]

Aszembly’s Kesalution.

| building. I think Mr. Randell has at
It will not alter my | last explained what. to my mind, was
T am open to conviction onany .

wholly inexplicable before. I could never
perceive why a man of his intelligence,
and shrewdness, and coimnon sense, whiclh
he generally brings to bear on most
questions before the House, was so bitterly
opposed to the Barracks-hill site. I did
not gather it at the sittings of the Com-
mission. Thehon. member has evidently
been labouring under a misunderstanding.
The chief part of his speech was devoted
to the extreme disadvantages of placing
a Porliamentary Dbuilding behind the
Barracks, in the excavation under the
sandhills at the hack. My idea was that
the Parliamentary building, instead of
being sunk in that excavation, where,
as the hon. member said, only the
roof could he seen from the swrround-
ing high land, should he erected on
the rising ground at the back, and
that the sandbank should he terraced
into walkg and grassplots, which was no
doubt what the hon. member referved to,
giving to my mind the very grandest
approach to a building of this character
to e found in the length and breadth of
Australasia. The idea was that the bar-
racks themselves should be removed, and
gates be placed where the barracks now
stand, so that at the ceremenies of open-
ing and closing the sessions of Parlinment
there would be advantages for mustering
the troops for receiving His Excellency,
which now do not exist. From whatever
point of view we take it, the site may he
regarded as not only unigue in Western
Anstralia, but unique throughout the
continent of Australia. I am not going
to labour the peint. -I am sure this
House is practically unanimous on the
subject. I ask hon. members to picture
to themselves a splendid building of this
character raised on that hill, and ap-
proached hy terraces: an ornament to
the city ; the eynosure of the surrounding
country ; surrounded by parks and ter-
races, to which the place lends itself
most admirably. I think hon. mmemhers
will agree with me that, if we have
been fortunate in anvthing in  the
past, we are fortunate in this, that
we have preserved a unique and splen-
did site for the Parliamentary buildings
of Western Australia. A remark was
made in another place by the Director

papers, and bhooks in a Parliamentary » of Public Works (Hon. F. H. Diesse),
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that the Commission were compelled to
accept this site on which the Legislutive
Council stands, Lecause they were lmited
to the amount of £70,000. That is not
vorrect. The first proposal was made by
Mr. Randell, who stuted that it would
cost £40,000 for o noble building, as the
hon. member put it. It was pointed out
that £40,000 would give us two chambers
only, and this amount was, after some
discussion, raised to £70,000; but when
the Director of Public Works set his
architects to work, they produced plans
for o building on either site to cost
£138,000. That was practically the
umount for building on either site. The
advantage of the Barracks-hill site over
the other is that the Luilding raised on

the top of that bank would be very im- |

posing; whereas on this site of the
Legislative Council Chamber, half the
money would have to be sunk in prepar-
ing foundations and raising the building,
of which the greater part would he almost
below the level of St. Greorge’s Terrace.
Hon. members know how the ground slopes
behind us. It was proposed, in the Com-
mission, thut there should Le u narrow
frontage to Si. George’s Terrace, and that
the fagade should front the gardens, so that
it would be shut out by the trees from
view in the gardens, and if the trees were
remeoved the gardens would be destroved.
Oun the east side the Luilding would be
nearly against Government House, shut-
ting out all the air and light, for that is
the airy side of the city. I could go on
all night pointing out the disadvantages
of this site and the advantage of the Bar-
racls-hill site, but I do not “wish to detain
the committee longer.

Hon. G. RANDELL: T have no re-
collestion of having had anything to do
with the proposal of a specified sum of
money for the building of Parliament
Houses.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: You mentioned
£40,000, on the second day the Commis-
sion wet.

How. G. RANDELL : The hou. mem-
ber mav be right. With regard to the
site, I may have misconceived the positien,
but I thought it was intended to put the
building in the excavation. If it is not
intended to do so, an enormous amount
of money will be aeeded to level the saud.
There is a very rapid rise to the Barracks,
L do not know what the gradient is.

20 Decenper, 1897,

! to erect Purlinment Honses,
¥
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Hox. J. W. Hacxerr: One in twenty,
T think it was stated.

Hox. G. RANDELL: 1T thiuk it is
more than that-—about one in six. The
building would be away from the sen
breezes, which wre so pleasant at night.

How. J. W. Hacgerr: Does the hon.
member know that at the Observatory
the temperature is two or three degrees
cooler than in the city.

Hox. G. RANDELL: I know itis
cooler at my house in St. George's Terrace
than at the Observatory. T do not wish
to urgue the guestion further, but I think
that opinions may change between now
i and the time when the colony iy prepured

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : T entirely
agree with the remarks of the Hon. J.
W. Hackett. There is no doubt what-
ever that the Barracks-hill site is by far
the finest that probably exists in any
town of this colony. [ say that, because
that is how it strikes any person coming
to this city for the first time. When I
came to the colony, und luoked around
for a site to bmild my house, I came to
the conclusion that the Barracks-Lill site
was the best for that purpose. Without
a moment's hesitution I came to the con-
clugion that the Barracks site was the best
for the purpose, and my disgust way be
imagined when I found that it was not
for sule. I think this subjest hus Leen
approached in rather a narrow spirit and
view of the situation. A considerable
amount, of discussion has been wasted on
the cost of the building, and on the actual
position of the site which the Houses of
Parliament would finally occupy. I quite
agree with the hon. member who stated
that there was no possibility of those
buildings being commenced for the next
five or six vears. In the meantime there
is no necessity for us to discuss what the
building will cost or its exnct position.
The fact remains that this site, for the pur-
pose, is without parallel anywhere. From
all sides it stands prominently in view,
except perbaps from Subince and neigh-
bourhood. 1 quite agree with what Mr.
Haclett snid about the plans for the pro-
posed building on the site of the present
Legislative Council. At teast one-third of
the cost of erection of buildings here would
he entirely wasted, or, at all events, the
results would be entirely invisible. M.
I Randell has suguested that it would do
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very little barm to the gardens, because
when the Court Houses were swept away
it would be possible to extend the gardens
to that extent.

Me. RawperLL: Fuarther than that, a
long way.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: Possibly,
according to Mr. Randell, down to the
river frontahge, but that would be abso-
lutely impossible. Any business man
must be satisfied that within the next
six or ten yewrs there will be wharves
along the whole of the river frontage,
and o railway connecting the whole of
these wharves with the Government rail-
way system. Nothing can stop that
river frontage being limed with wharves,
except the decline of the colony. Under
the circumstances, I do not think it
reasonable that Mr. Randell should take
up the position that the gardens may be
extended in that direction. Hon mem-
bers, in discussing this question, all
seem to have assumed that the business
area of the city is going to remain con-
fined to the small block between William
Street and Barrack Street. That is an
extremely small view to take of the pos-
sible progress of this ¢ity. I see nothing
whatever to prevent St. George’s Terrace
throughout its whole length being utilised
for business premises, in the centre of
which there will be the Court Houses, for
which T understand the Boys' School has
been allocated, and then there would he
the Post Office and Grovernment buildings,
and at the end of the Terrace, Parlinment
Houses.

Hox. G. Rasvern: If you are right
ahout the wharves, it would be absolllte
folly to put the Court House where it is
intended to put it.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I under-
stand it is intended to put the Court
House on the site of the Boys' School.
If that be so, there is a chance of St.
George's Terrace becoming one of the
finest thorvoughfares of any city in the
colonies. I hardly agree that the site of
the existing Legislative Council Chambers
can be called a swamp, but there is no
doubt a clay band running inumediately
under this building, and that on the top
of that clay band there is a perpetual run
of stagnant water, if one may use that
expression, which, though hardly logical,
expresses the meaning that the water is
stagnant until released, and then it flows
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Assembly's Besolulion.

perpetually.  When buildings were in
course of erection at the corners of Wil-
linm-street and Barrack-street, the
greatest difficulty was experienced in
finding foundations owing to the swampy
nature of the ground.

Hox, G Ranpers: That was a natural
drain, years ago, and was a swamp all
along there.

Hox, A, P. MATHESON : Under my
present office Luildipg and en the other
side of the roud, there is, to my personal
knowledyge, a Jdistinct series of springs.
Just under the Weld Club exactly the
saine state of affairs can be found, and I
see no reason for supposing that the sume
conditions Jdo nol exist under the present
Legislative  Council premises. Just
beyond Government House grounds, you
can find an actual swamp with water
lilies on it.

Hor. . RanprrLr: But what 1s the
level of it?

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : Under all
these circuinstances hon. members will
agree with me that the site of the Legis-
lative Council is not a suitable site for
extremely heavy Dbuildings such as the
:{:‘)nture Parliament Houses are likely to

e

Question put and pftssed

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and a Message mm accordance therewith
transmitted to the Legislative Assembly.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.
Received from the Leyislative Assembly.
FIRST READING.

Howx. G. RANDELL moved that the
Bill be read a first time.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: If the second
reading of the Bill came on the following
day, there would be no time to table
amendinents, and he mentioned this in
case objections might he raised to no
notice having heen given of amendments.
There was no doubt this was a measure
that required a lot of nmending.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: If the
second reading were taken on the follow-
ing day, it would not follow that the
measure should advance any Ffurther
stage on that day.

How. A. B. KIDSON said his only
desire was that Mr. Randell should not
be taken by surprise by any amendments
which might Le moved.
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amendment it would get. He desired to
move that the Bill be read that day six
months.

Tue PRESIDENT: This was hardly
the tine to submit such an amendment.
On the motion for the second reading
would be the proper time.

Hon. G+, RANDELL said that, in all
his parlamentary experience, lLe had
never seen such o conrse adopted as that
now proposed by Mr. Crowder---a course
which was utterly and entirely unfair.

Hox. F. 1. CROVWDER suid he was
not particular, and would move the
amendment on the following day.

Question put und passed.

Bill read u first time.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING (MOVED).

Txwe MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), in moving the second
reading, said: If hon. members judge
this Bill by its lenygth, it is an entirely
vnimportant measure. The object is to
amend the Municipal Institutions Act
with regard to the width of by-lanes. A
socond part of the Bill deals witli the
question of iucreasing the powers for bor-
rowing, wnd o third part 13 one which I
propose to add in connection with the
powers of municipal ¢councils in appoint-
myg and dismissing ofticers. The first
part proposes to amend the 147th section
of the principal Act. That section suys
that a streeb which is proposed to be a
carriage road or carriage way shall have a

width of 33ft., and a street not intended |

for that purpose shall not he less than
20ft. in width, but that o house built for
hnman habitation on a lane ov street of
the width of 20ft. must also face another
street of the width of 20ft. It is pro-
pused to amend the Act so that no
street shall be less than 33 feet wide, but
the amendment also provides that there
may be lanes or by-streets.  Wlhen
there is a frontage tou lune or hyv-street,
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ouly required une amendment, and that
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the owner to inake lunes or hy.strests of
any width down to the middle of a block
to which the buck premises may face,
but under no circumstances can any
premises face o lane or by-street unless 1t
also faces & street 33 feet in width. By
Clause 2 it is proposed to strike out of
Section 166 of the principal Act the
words “umount payable in respect of
“rate, payable together with.” The ob-
ject is thatn person appealing against his
e shall not be compelled, as under the
present law, to deposit the amount of
rate together with the fee, but only the
fee, pending the settlament of the inatter.
Clause 3 repeals Section 185 of the
principal Act in the following words:

Section 185 of the principal Act is hereby
amended by adding the following thercto:
" Provided always that the municipality of
the City of Perth may at all times borrow on
the credit of such municipality & sum not
excecding £250,000 in all.”

Hox. A, B. Kipsox: Is thatall?

Tur MINISTER OF MINES: Thai
is all.

Hox. A. B. Kipson: Good gracious!

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: At
present  the borrowing powers of a
municipality are, I believe, limited to ten
times the amount of their revenue. By
this wmendment it will Le seen that we
are going to give the Perth municipality
power to borrow £250,000. Hon. mem-
bers are aware that this amendinent re-
ceived the greatest cousideration from
hon. members in another place. As a
member of the Governinens, who seem to
have concurred in this amendment, 1
caunot do otherwise than support the
measure. We are told that a Govern-
ment, must he one.

How. J. W. Hackrrr: Do you Lelieve
in the Bill yourself r

Tnr MINISTER OF MINES: This
is a most important clanse, and I hope
hon. members will give it careful and un-
biassed consideration. Clause 4, which I
propose to add to the Bill, amends Section
I3 of the principal Act, in reganl to

which some little difficulty has arisen.

there must also be a frontage to a sireet -

of not less thun 38 feet in width. This
weans that if a person has a block of
land which goes right through to two
streets, ench of these strects must be 33
feet wide. So far as I can see from the
measure, it is permissible on the part of

Section 13 provides that the Council shall
from time to time appoint a treasurer
indl any such other servants as are neces-
sury, and define their duties, and may
assign remuneration to such officers and
servants, und may remove them for mis-
conduct or neglect. It has been pointed
out to me that it is very diflicult to prove
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misconduct or neglect; and every facility
should Le given to an important institu-
tion like a town council fo discharge
incompetent officers and secure good 1men.
I therefore propose to amend the section
by providing that municipal officers shall
hold effice only during the pleasure of
the connetl.

Hown. G. RANDELL: I move, us an
amendment, that the word “now’ be
struck out, und the words “this day
three months” be ingerted iu lieu thercof.
I feel somewhat grieved at the course I
feel compelled to take in regard to this
Bill; but I hope to be able to justify
that cowrse to hon. members. Hon.
members, if they wereacquainted with the
history of the Bill, would see the ubsolute
necessity of the amendment. The Bill was
introdaced in another place with, I believe,
two clauses. Beading the two clauses,
one wonders at the wndue haste in intre-
ducing this Bill. The mischief which 1t
seeks to remedy has already been met
throughout the whole length and breadth
of the city of Perth; and there is no
justification for a Bill of this description,
with the third clanse attached, being
brought in at this late peried of the session
without any examination of its provisions
by the public, or without being demanded
b},' the City Council itself. I do not pro-
pose to deal with the provisions of the
first and second clauses. My opinion is
that these two clauses were introduced for
the sake of the third clause, which was
not declured when the Bill was first placed
before the Legislative Assembly. 1t is
possible this third clause mav have been
an after-thought; and one wonders why
this Bill of two clauses, which deals with
matters which could wiit for, at any rate,
six months, should have been introduced in
such haste, when, as we know, the City
Council of Perth are anxious to secure o
number of other more or less important
amendmrents in the Act.  In several par-
ticulars this Act is not working to the
satisfaction of the Council or the rute-
payers; and T believe w long string of
amendments has becn prcpared by the
officers of the Council for submission to
Parliament. The two first clauses appear
to have been used as a peg on which to
hang the third. Without these, the Biil
might be considered o private measure,
inasmuch as it only applies to the city
of Perth,

and does noi embrace the other |
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municipalities of the colony. By the
third clause it is sought to increase the
indebtedness of the citizens of Perth to a
very large extent. At this late period of
the session, when, comparatively speaking,
verv little consideration can be given to
what the result may be, it does not. seem
right to inflict on the citizens of Perth
a lerge incrense in the amount of their
indebtedness, and consequently o lurge
increase i the rates. At the present
moment, take the city of Perth through-
out, we are assessed at the amount of 25
per cent. of the rental value of properties.
That of itself is « very cousiderable
amount. of rates to Le raised from proper-
ties in the city, an amount that cun only
be justified in extreme circumstances;
therefore T ask how. members to pause
before they agree to pass the second
reading of t.lns Bill, which was hustily
dealt with in another place. T am sur-
prised that the Government lent their
influence to the passage of this Bill. The
reveuue of the city of Perth 1s between
£39,000 and £440,000, and with judicious
management aud economy on the parti of
the council and its officers that is sufticient
for all purposes.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: That 1s the
amount, leaving out the sanitary, rubbish,
and health rates.

Hon. &. RANDELL: That is the tofal
amount, I belicve.

Hown. J. W. Hackerr: No; they are
not ingluded in that amount,

Hon. . RANDELL: That gives all
the greater power to my argument. I do
not like to refer in deprecatory terms to
the conduct of the city business. Suffice it
for me to say that for the last five years
there has been a general feeling that the
best. has not been done for the city, and
satisfaction has not been given by ihe
work executed. It is only right that we
should wait to see what is dowe by the
new mayor and councillors ; but, speaking
of the administration of the affairs of the
city in the past, it bas not been sutis-
f‘mton to the ratepavers, und 1 believe
it has not been satistuctory Lo the
members of the City Council themselves.
This sheuld make us hesitate before
we give authority to add such an
immense amount as £170,000 to
the indebtedness of the city. We
want 1o see if the works that are being
undertaken are carried out wisely and
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well. The City Counecil has a lurge
revenuc with which to deal, and 1 take it
that it i practically understood that the
deep drainage scheme las not been in-
cluded in the programme of works sub-
mitted by the mayor. So faras Tcan
understand, there has heen no proper
programme sketched out, also no pln
formed, as to what is to be done with this
loan. T believe we shiould have Leen told
clearly what it is intended should be done
with this mouey when raised.  These are
serious matters. Tt does not seem to me
that there is any hwrry for this small
Bill. TIf we take the other muatters con-
tained in the Bill, besides the authority
to raise woney, they are of no pressing
necessity. 1 hope Lon. members will not
allow legtslat.lon of this kind to be
hurriedly dealt with at this late period of
the session.  Notwithstanding what has
been alleged, that it is within the rate-
payers’ power to disullow the loan, the
machinery of the Act is not satisfactorily
carried out. Hon, members are aware
that it 1s only by a majority of the rate-
payers of the city going to the Town Hall
and recording their votes against the loan
that it can be defeated.

How. F. T. Crowprr:
the ratepayers.

Hox. &. RANDELL: One-third of
the ratepayers on the rell must go to the
Town Hall and record their votes against
the loan.  If some different method were
adopted, possibly the opinions of the
ratepayers might be arrived at. There
is another matter which shonld make
us  hesitate  before  passing  this
Bill.  There has been a disposition
on the part of the City Council to re-
move the names of the owners of

One-third of
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It is ogoinst the spirit

of the Municipal Act to remove
the ratepayers from the roll. Above
all things, municipal government is

- supposed to represent the property of

f— =

property from the rutepayers’ list, and to

put on the names of those who have no
vestedd interest in the counfry, To my
astonishment the other day I found that
my mme was left off the roll of the West
Ward because I was not the oceupier of a
house there, but I bhad o piece of land
there irrespective of properties which are
let. It is the policy of the Council to
place the vote in the hands of the tenants.
I was 1mproperl_v removed from the rate-
puyers’ roll.  Once before the same thing
occurred : I was away in England at the
time. The case I msta.nce is not an
isolated one: a considerable amount of

the city, when 4 votes, 3 votes, und 2 votes
are given, according to the property held.
The property owners have vested interests,
wnd they should have u prominent voice in
saying what should be done in regard to
the mau wement of the affuairs of the cily.
I think I have suid suflicient to show tlat
it is not desirable, in the interests of the
community at large or in the interesis of
the City Cowuneil, to pass this Bill. No
scheme of works for which it is proposed
tu expend the money has been submitted.
1t after full and carcful consideration the
councillors can put before the ratepayers
of the city o well considered scheme of
works for the benefit and advancement
of the eity, sanitary or otherwise, then
it would deserve consideration at the
hands of Parlizment, That has not been
done, and we are asked to legislate to u
considerable extent in the dark. We
shall empower the City Council, if we
pass this measure, to raise the indebted-
ness of the city to a considerable extent.
I therefore. without saying more on the
subject, move that the Bill be read a
second time this day three months,

How. J. W. HACKETT: I venture to
support the motion of my friend, the
Hon. G. Randell, and in doing so I
think no one will censure me ut wil
events for being backward in the im-
provement of the city. I lave set an
exwmple myself, and luboured hurd
and, perhszs I may be excused for

saying, laboured gratuitously for its
good “in every direction ; therefore
I say 1 wus ustonished—more, T was

astounded—when T perceived from a
report that a Bill of the kind had been
passed. It gave no imdication of what
was coming, 1t had been so amended in
another pluce. It will fasten on the rate-
puyers of Perth the heaviest obligation
in regard to numbers, known in Australia.
1 doubt if a parallel case exists anywhere
throughout the world. 1 deeply regret
to see that the right hon. the leader of
the Government, though he has been
attacked for excessive progressiveness in
many of his public actions, but to
my mind has shown himself a model of

dissatisfaction has been eaused through | circumspection and caution in conduct-



1178 Municipul Bill :

ing the aftairs of the colony, should have
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thought fit to support this proposal. I '

want to know why wy friend, with words
of grutulation and weleome on his lips,
commended the mayor of Perth, who we

kuow is a rvelation, for the step he had -

tuken wnd the independent stand which the
conncillors had taken.  The Bill proposes
to give the city of Perth—alone amongst
allmunicipalities in the colony-—the power

1o exceed ten times its annual income. 1

ask why the Premier commended
brother, Mr. A. Forvest, for this attempt
to plange the city into a debt which it is
absolutely mmable to bear, and from which
the towns of PFremantle, Coolgardie,

Kalgoorlie, and Boulder are to he free.,

I look inte the question, and I entirely
join with my friend, Mr. Randell, in
the warm denunciation he has passed on
the proposal put before the House. I
noticed that the Minister of Mines, in
introdueing this Bill, carefully kept clear
of alleging any gronnds why the Bill
should be passed. I challenge the recol-
lection of any hon. member of the House
whether the Minister led them to believe
that he favoured the proposal, or that it
was o good one for the city of Perth,
What I want to know—perhaps the
Minister will give the figures—is the
amount of the income of the city. The
Act says that the council shall be allowed
to borrow up to ten times of its average
net ordinary revenue. I want to know
the indebtedness of the city, and the
ratable value of the city, und what are
the works contemplated to be carried out
with the sum mentioned in the Bill? I
want to know further how it is intended
to meet the immense addition to the
interest and sinking fund ?
Hox. A. B. Kinson: More rates.
Hox. J. W. HACKETT: I presume so.
Here we are asked to pass a Bill of this
kind which is unknown in the history of
municipal government in this or aay
other colony. I beg the House to take this
point into their consideration. This enor-
mous sum of a quarter of a million
sterling—so much as 15 not already
swallowed up in previous loans—
Hon.F.T.Crowprr: That is £80,000.
How. J. W. HACKETT: 'That means
that £220,000 is to be raised, and that
will amount to about £12,000 a year in
addition to the prescnt indehtedness of
the ratepayers of Perth. There was a

his

secand reading,

light and airy way i which the pro-
gramme of works to be carried oub was
placed before hon. members in another
place. I vead the programme through
curcfully, and I found it is proposed to
construct the roads from lkerh to kerb,
and the work is mnch wanted in Perth ;
to spend money on parks and srdens,
and [ venture to say that this is the first
time in the history of Ausiralia in which
a loan has been asked for this purpose.
Thirdly, part of the money is o be ex-
pended in a Town Hall, and I make the
same statement about that.  Fourthly, it
1s proposed tv spend some of the money
in connection with what the mayor of
Perth called o deep drainage. He does
not seem to realise what is the difference
hetween ‘deep drainage and deep sewer-
age. The money is not for sewerage.
I ask hon. members to look into
the matter .for themselves. This deep
drainage would not remove the nuisance
of filth from the city. The major por-
tion of the mouey is proposed to be spent
in carrving, during three or four months
of the year, the rain-waters under the
streets instead of allowing them to run
down the gatters.  This proposal is not
to carry filth from the houses, shops, fuc-
tories, or large places of business, where
there are large nunbers of people em-
ployed, nor is it intended to be used to
cleanse the back vards or stables: it is
not to take away any refuse, but to form
large channels, 6f5. high, of brick under
the streets to catch the ramm-water that
falls during the wmonths of Juue, July,
and Angust.  The sum of £100,000 is sug-
gested by the City Engineer to be spent
on this work, and this recommendation
was warmly indorsed by the ex-mayor,
Mr. Sawunders; it received the sanction
of the works committee; and it has
been indorsed by the council. 1 have
gone through these four points to lead up
to this statement, that none of the works
proposed to be carried out will be repro-
ductive to the smallest extent. The city
will not gain one penny from the expen-
diture on any of these public works, to
provide a fund to meet the interest. That
is a point which alone should be sullicient
to condemn the proposal. T understand
that my fricnd the mayor is agreeable to
the amount being reduced from £250,000
to £150,000; that is that the loan deht
of the ¢ity shall he £150,000 instead of
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£250,000." TLet me remark, in passing.
that the clause in the Bill wgiving
power to horrow the monev goes
1afinitely further than hon. members sup-
pose. It confines the borrowing power of
the city up to £250,000: it will be impos-
sible to go bevond that amount, although,
in the fwlure, it may be desivable to
horrow maore.  IE weagree tothis £150,000
being borrowed, it means that £70,000
can be spent between thisand July, when
Parliament meets again, when further
powers can be obtwined.  The City Conneil
already have o lurge surplos of the last
loau unexpended.  Will the Minister tell
me what the amount is ¥

Tee MiNisTer oF MiNEs:
kl].()“’.

How. J. W. HACKETT : Perhaps the
Hon. F. T. Crowder can tell me.

Hox. F. T. Crowbper: It is not in my
department.

Hor. J. W, HACKETT: Can any
hon. member tell the amouunt? I think
it is £100,000, if they like to borrow up
to their powers.

Hox. F. T. Crowper: I think it is
£30,000.

Hox. J. W. HACKETY!': I can assure
the hon. member they can horrow double
that. The Act states that any muni-
cipality can borrow up to ten tines of its
net average annual income. If hon.
members will look at the Goverament
Grzette, at page 2,671, there is set out the
general revenue under the Perth City
Council. Then let us take the Geazetfe
of & vear ago, s0 as to comply with the
Act, which sayvs that the average of two
vears shall be taken. The total amount
of the net ordinary revenue is set out as
£18,639. That is the revenue from the
eeneral rate, which includes rents,
licenses, building permits, jetty dues,
fines, hire of roller, and a few other
items. A vear ago the revenue from the
general rute was £11 ,500.  That amounts
to £30.000, The (mmu] are allowed fo
horrow up to ten times of that amount.
These figures [ have had a day or two,
and I have pointed out to the mavor that
the council can now borrow up to
£150,000. The Council were not aware
of their borrowing powers.

How. F. T. Crowner: The inenme of
the City Council last vear was £39,000.

Howx. I. W. HACKETT : The income
was over £60,000 Last vear, including the

I de not
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sanitarv rate, rubbish service, and local
health rate; but the general rate, which
inclndes rents, livenses, building permnits,
jetty dues, fines, and hire of l'o]lur, comes to
£18,000. If the council wait another
vear, they will beable to borrow a quartier
of o million under their own Act.  The
clause relating to the loun has been
introdduced without consideration. My
wirne-hearted and impulsive friend, the
mayor of Pertl, jumped up in  the
Assembly andd propesed it withont con-
siderution, und my equally warm-hearted
and impulsive friend the Premier, eager
to do anything for the city, jiunped up
and said * Well done, good mayer; I eon-
gratulate vou upon your pnb]u. apmt

No considération was given to the matter
at all. The one algmnent that is used
is that the city has a right to raise and
spend what it likes. Then what is the use
of the Municipal Act at all? It would
be as well to repeal the 185th section
of the Municipal Act, if that argument
is to be used. Let us give the conneil
a free hand in everything ther do,
we shall be wiser but poorer. 1 bey
to point out that this enormous sum,

unknown in the history of municipul
government, when we consider the
population, will bLe cxpended on un-
productive  works, and the ratepayers

will have to put their hands in their
pockets to pay for that £70,000, in addi-
tion to what already lies waiting for the
mayor and council, if ther 0111\' like to
pass a resolution to ro and borrow, and
insert the ordinary advertisements. It
may be said that the vote of the rate-
pavers has to be taken into account.
Can anyons speak of that without a
smile? If one-third of the ratepayers do
not come forward and vote acainst
the proposal, the lvan goes through.
It would be impossible to get a third of
the ratepavers to come forward. The
city council, for some unexplained reason,
have tuken ygood care that the large
ratepavers, or the great hullk of them,
shonld he struck off the roll. 1 belong
to a firm which pays some hundreds of
pounds in rates, paying, as we do, all
our tenants' rates. When I presented
myself to vote at the last mavoral
election, I was told I had no right what-
ever to vote. 1 asked how that came
about, and the officer said,  Oh, the city
conneil strack off all tirms and all joint-
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stock companies.” And it is on a roll
so mutilated that the House is now
asked to mulet the lurger ratepuyers to

to the present rates, for purely unpro-
ductive works.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER: I-do uot
entirely agree with Mr. Hackett, and T
may ask Mr. Bandell whether he con-
siders it mecessary to sacrifice this Bill,
instead of striking out Clause 3, and
allowing the amendiment of the Minister
of Mines to pass, and Mr. Hackett to
move s amendment.

Me. Raxpern: I have no objection
to that.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I should
like to oppose the striking out of Clause
3, but I consider it would only be a
waste of breath, after the remarks that
have been made by Mr. Hackett and
Mr. Randell.

Amendment—that the Bill be read this
day three months —put and passed.

REPORT—METROPOLITAN WATER-
WORKS BOARD

Tur MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom}, in presenting a reply
from the Metropolitan Waterworks Board,
forwarded by the board in consequence
of a resolution of the Council adopted on
the 9th December, said it would he
remembered that a short time ago a debate
took place in this House in reference fo
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board's
report, and that a motion wasg carried, and
w paper circulated (by a member of the
Council) in connection with that report.
Areply had been received from the board,
und he now moved for leave to lay on the
table of the House the further report of
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board.

Put and passed.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON moved that the
further report he read.

Pub and passed, and the further report
read.

Hox. A. P MATHESON asked whether
the document read was in reply to ques-
tiong which the House had agreed with
him should be asked.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: No.

The replies received from the board, re- |

[COUNCIL.]

Pupers Presentad,

be pliced on the table of this House; and
it wus for the House to say whether or

© not the document should be received.
the extent of £12,000 o vear in addition

lating to the questions referved to by Br.

Matheson, were separate from this further
report. The manager of the board had
asked that the document now read should

Ordered that the further report do lie
on the table,

LADY BROOME ANNUITY BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read . fivst time.

SHARKS BAY PEARLSHELL FISHERY
ACHE AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
wnd readd a first time.

BUNBURY RACECOURSE RALLWAY
BILL.

Received from the Lugislative Assombly,
and read a first time.

COLLIE QUARRY RAILWAY BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read » first time.

KALGOORLIE-GNAMBALLA LAKE AND
BOULDER TOWNSHIP LOOP RAIL-
WAYS BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AMENDMEN'T
BILL.
Introduced by the Minister of Mines,
and read a first time.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MINISTER OF MINES: 1.
By-laws of the Metropolitan Waterworks
Board. 2. Metropolitan Waterworks
Board, further report requested by the
Council on 9th December, 1897. 3. Waler
supply of goldtields, veports by Govera-
ment Geologist.

ADJOURNMERNT.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) moved that the House
wh its rising do adjourn until 3 o'clock
p-m. the next day.

Put and passed.

The House adjourned at 10-15
unfil the next day.

pan.,



